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;THE LAST PHENOMENON'?
One strange incident enlivened our visit, and puzzled us for
the rest of the day. It concerned the photograph of the ruins
taken by Mr Scherman. He was using a miniature camera
of American make, and in order to embrace the whole of the
ruins he had to stand at least one hundred feet away from
them, as the lens he was using was not a very wide-angled
one. Miss Ledsham and I stood by his side, watching the pro-
ceedings.
As Mr Scherman pressed the trigger which operated the
shutter mechanism of his camera lens a brick, or part of a brick,
suddenly shot up about four feet into the air in front of what
remained of the kitchen passage, just below the bathroom pas-
sage. The three of us saw it, and, as I said, we were at least a
hundred feet away from it. We all laughed and called it 'the
last phenomenon,5 and said the Poltergeists were 'demonstrating3
in honour of our visit. We walked over to the passage, where
there were many bricks lying about. I picked up several, and
all appeared normal. No string or wire was attached to any of
them, and we saw no workmen at all on that side of the Rectory.
As I say, the incident puzzled us, and I personally soon forgot
about it.
A few days later Mr Scherman sent me the proofs of the photo-
graphs he had taken. They were in the form of small contact
prints from the original negatives, two and a quarter inches
square. The pictures were perfect, and I complimented Mr
Scherman upon his skill. Then, on the telephone, he asked me
if I had noticed anything about the photograph of the ruins. I
said no, and he then pointed out that against the dark back-
ground of the passage could be seen a tiny white pin-point. It
was the brick! Without knowing it at the time, Mr Scherman
opened his shutter at the fraction of a second when the brick
was poised in mid-air. In proof of what a rapid exposure he
gave the picture, there is no sign of movement of the brick in
the photograph.
For the purpose of illustrating this book, Mr Scherman kindly
sent me ten-inch-by-eight-inch enlargements of his photographs,